
The Newcomers Guide is a practical and essential 
book about living and working in the Frankfurt-Rhein-
Main region. Specifically targeted for the international 
community, the Newcomers Guide takes readers step-
by-step through the process of adjusting to life in 
the region. Now going into its 5th edition, the 2009 
Newcomers Guide will be updated with  the latest 
information to help new arrivals find their way around 
new and unfamiliar surroundings. Advertising in the 
Newcomers Guide is a highly-targeted way to reach the 
50,000 expatriates in the Frankfurt-Rhein-Main region. 

Editorial Concept
The Newcomers Guide provides useful reference infor-
mation on the region's cultural offerings (museums 
and theatres), sports and leisure activities, relocation 
agencies, financial services, health insurance, language 
schools and educational resources. With objective edi-
torial content, the Newcomers Guide is the "bible" for  
expatriates in the Frankfurt-Rhein-Main region.  

Readership
The Newcomers Guide is designed for  50,000 mem-
bers of the international community (British, American, 
Scandinavian, Japanese, Korean, French, etc...) living 
in the Frankfurt-Rhein-Main region. This readership 
is well-educated, affluent and hungry for information 
about products and services in the region.

Distribution
The Newcomers Guide is distributed to visitors of the 
Newcomers Festival.  Last year’s event was attended 
by 5,000 visitors from over 30 countries. Thereafter, the 
Newcomers Guide is circulated to personnel depart-
ments of international corporations, as well as interna-
tional schools and other clubs and organizations.

 Advertising Information 

www.newcomers-network.de

4 EurosNewcomers Guide
Welcome to Frankfurt-Rhein-Main

2010 Edition!2010 Edition!

U1_U4_2008_new.indd 1

Newcomers Guide  
Welcome to Frankfurt-Rhein-Main

New &Updated Edition ! 

Students specialize in  certain subjects in their 

final years. In their last year, students take a 

week-long series of exams in order to obtain 

their Abitur the diploma which qualifies them 

for university admission. 

Gesamtschule

The comprehensive school (Gesamtschule)

combines the Gymnasium, Realschule, and 

Hauptschule. First introduced in the 1960s, this 

type of school allows students to switch between 

different tracks without changing buildings. 

International Schools 

International schools are accustomed to dealing 

with children from all over the world  and with 

varied linguistic backgrounds. One advantage of 

the international education system is portability 

and continuity of the curriculum, which helps 

prevent learning gaps if the family moves to 

another location or returns home. And as private 

schools, they can often afford better facilities, 

extensive extracurricular activities and longer 

hours - in some cases up to six p.m. But you pay 

for the privilege: tuition fees can run to well over 

17,000 euros a year in the secondary school.  

German taxpayers can, however, deduct up to 

30% of these fees from their taxes as extraor-

dinary expenses (Sonderausgaben).  

 In recent years, a number of bilingual (Ger-

man-English) primary schools have opened in 

Frankfurt with tuition that ranges from 220 to 

1000 euros per month. What follows is a brief 

overview of the major international and bilingual 

schools in the Frankfurt Rhein-Main region.

Frankfurt International School

One of the largest international schools in Eu-

rope, Frankfurt International School (FIS) was 

founded in 1961 as a non-profit institution and 

offers an international education based on the 

International Baccalaureate Program. FIS is a co-

educational day school situated 15 kilometers 

northwest of Frankfurt in Oberursel. The 16-acre 

main campus contains two well-equipped 

buildings for the elementary and upper schools 

(grades 2 to 13), a new art and technology wing 

and a separate, multi-purpose primary school 

for children aged 3-7 years. Although English 

is the main language of instruction, German-

language instruction is available throughout 

all grades. French and Spanish are offered in 

grades 6-12. English as a Second Language is 

also offered as well as a mother-tongue (first 

language) program during the school day in 

Dutch, Swedish, Japanese and Korean. Compre-

hensive programs in performing arts, fine arts 

and sports complete the curriculum and there 

is an extensive after-school program. The Upper 

School culminates in the IB Diploma Programme 

with examinations in grade 12. Students can 

also receive a high school diploma based on 

North American guidelines. Accredited by the 

Council of International Schools and the New 

England Association of Schools & Colleges, FIS is 

a founding member school of the International 

Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) and AGIS. The 

school is a registered examination center for 

the International Baccalaureate (IB) and the 

American College Board Entrance Examina-

tions (SAT). FIS also operates a branch school, 

International School Wiesbaden, for 300 children 

aged 3 to grade 6. 

An der Waldlust 15, Oberursel

Tel: 06171-2020; Fax: 06171-202384

www.fis.edu

ISF Internationale Schule 

Frankfurt-Rhein-Main

The Internationale Schule Frankfurt-Rhein-

Main (ISF) was founded in 1995 by the city 

of Frankfurt, the state of Hessen, and several 

multinational corporations. ISF is a private full-

day school, offering world-class education 

from kindergarten (age three) through grade 

13. Located in Frankfurt-Sindlingen, ISF offers 

a wide range of extracurricular activities. The 

multi-purpose campus features a theater, a 

semi-Olympic (25-meter) indoor swimming 

pool, a full track, and tennis courts in addition 

to modern music, art, and academic facilities. A 

member of the SABIS® School Network, the ISF 

curriculum focuses on math, English, and Ger-

man. While the main language of instruction is 

English, German classes are taught daily to all 

children (including those in kindergarten), and 

students choose French or Spanish as a third 

language of instruction beginning in grade six.  

ISF is proud to offer mother tongue support 

programs in Korean, French, Spanish, Italian, 

and Dutch as well. Through the SABIS® Student 

Life Organization™ at ISF, students learn the 

importance of being active contributors to their 

school and community; this program provides 

an important social component for students 

to compliment ISF’s high academic standards.  

Before and after school, adult supervision of 

students is available as part of ISF’s Extended 

Daycare Program through grade six. ISF offers 

students the following opportunities to enter 

universities throughout Germany, Europe, and 

the world: ISF High School Diploma (grade 12), 

US Advanced Placement (AP) Exams (grade 12), 

the British AS/A-Level Exams (grade 13), and 

the International Baccalaureate (grade 12). The 

International General Certificate of Secondary 

Education (IGCSE) curriculum is taught in grades 

nine and 10. ISF is an accredited member of 

the Commission on International and Trans-

regional Accreditation (CITA), North Central 

Association of Colleges and Schools (NCA) and 

of the Commission on Accreditation and School 

Improvement (CASI). Additionally, ISF is a regular 

member of the Council of International Schools 

(CIS) and the European Council of International 

Schools (ECIS).

Straße zur Internationalen Schule 33

Frankfurt-Sindlingen

Tel: 069 – 348 297 0

Fax: 069 – 348 297 20

www.isf-net.de

International School of Wiesbaden 

International School of Wiesbaden (ISW) opened 

in 1992 as a branch of the Frankfurt International 

School. Located in a multi-purpose building next 

to open countryside in Naurod several miles from 

the center of Wiesbaden, the school provides 

excellent indoor and outdoor facilities for learn-

ing. The school offers classes for students from 

age three through grade six. German is taught 

at all grade levels and French and Spanish are 

offered in grade six. ISW follows the Primary Years 

Program of the International Baccalaureate (IB) 

and homeroom teachers teach all core subjects, 

while specialist teachers teach art, German, physi-

cal education and music. English as a second 

language of instruction, learning support, health 

care and counseling services are also available as 

well as a large selection of after school activities 

and sports. The school building includes special 

music and art rooms, an impressive library, a 

state-of-the-art computer lab and a large, well-

equipped gymnasium. The school is accredited 

by the Council of International Schools (CIS), as 

well as the New England Association of Schools 

and Colleges (NEASC). 

Rudolf-Dietz-Str. 14

Wiesbaden/Naurod

Tel: 06127-99400

Fax: 06127-994099

http://isw.fis.edu

FRANKFURT INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
We offer a dynamic, 21st-century, inquiry-driven education of

the highest standard

An der Waldlust 15 Tel: +49 6171 2024-0
61440 Oberursel Fax: +49 6171 2024-488
Germany www.fis.edu

A WORLD OF

OPPORTUNITIES

In German?
No problem!

www.goethe.de/frankfurt

For more information: 
Goethe-Institut Frankfurt
Phone: 069 961 2270 
Fax: 069 962 0395
E-mail: frankfurt@goethe.de

German courses for the business world
Maximise the benefits of your knowledge of German 
in the working world and open up new professional
opportunities. We will design a custom-built course 
program for you personally or for your team. Content,
intensity and duration are tailored to your needs.

International 
Baccalaureate

Launched in Swizterland in 1968, the In-

ternational Baccalaureate (IB) has become 

the high school degree of choice among 

international schools in Germany. Consid-

ered to be the leading university entrance 

degree, the IB is now taught in more than 

2,000 schools in 125 countries. The IB actu-

ally consists of three education programs 

Primary Years Program (PYP) for students 

aged three to 12, the Middle Years Pro-

gram (MYP), and the Diploma Program for 

students aged 16 to 19. The full IB diploma 

is recognized in Canada and the US, and 

colleges may award students with first-year 

credit (similar to the AP system). In the UK, 

most universities accept the IB Diploma 

as an alternative to A-levels. Germany also 

recognizes the IB for university entrance if 

certain requirements are met. While the IB 

is primarily offered in private international 

schools, some public schools in Germany 

also offer elements of the IB. In Frankfurt, 

for example, the Goethe Gymnasium offers 

the IB certificate (but not the diploma) in 

foreign languages, philosphy and natural 

sciences. For a complete listing of IB schools 

in Germany, please consult the IB website: 

www.ibo.org
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Schooling, Learning German and Universities Schooling, Learning German and Universities

Life-Long LearningLife-Long Learning
For parents new to the Rhein-Main 
region, finding a school which 
best suits a child’s needs presents 
a dilemma between choosing the 
traditional but inflexible German 
public school system, or a private 
but very expensive alternative. 

The German School System

German schools represent more than just an 

opportunity for your child to learn a second 

language and experience a foreign culture. 

Enrolling your child in a German school can aid 

in the integration of both the child and the par-

ents in the community. What’s more, the public 

education system is government-subsidized and 

is therefore tuition free.

Academically, the German school system 

has a good reputation, although it was hard 

hit by the OECD’s study as part of the Program 

for International Student Assessment (PISA), 

which revealed that German students scored 

below average in reading, math and science 

when compared with their peers from other 

developed countries. Those poor results set off 

a firestorm of debate about what was right and 

wrong with the German educational system. 

Educational reforms have been under way 

since the release of the controversial report, 

and progress has been made in establishing 

more all-day schools in order to boost educa-

tion standards. Yet, in 2004, the OECD annual 

report on education suggested that the German 

government spends too little on education 

and that further reform is needed in order to 

improve the German education system. The 

major complaints about the German system 

concern the short hours (in primary schools, it is 

common for children to finish school at noon), 

the lack of flexibility and lack of programs for 

gifted and remedial children. Furthermore, there 

are few extracurricular activities, study halls or 

substitute teachers.   

In Germany, the school system is the respon-

sibility of the state government. In response 

to these grievances, the state of Hessen insti-

tuted a series of educational reforms, the most 

sweeping of which is known as the G8, which 

reduced the length of study for the high school 

diploma (Abitur) from 13 to 12 years (includ-

ing four years in a primary school). As a result, 

the high school curriculum was restructured 

and afternoon classes were introduced. The 

other significant reform involved substitute 

teaching. Hessen passed legislation so that 

classes will never be cancelled (and students 

sent home) due to a lack of human resources 

in schools. With students spending longer days 

in school, many schools are now offering hot 

lunches. Organized sports teams and other 

extra-curricular activities are still not offered 

at most German schools, but are rather the 

domain of separate clubs (Vereine) or com-

mercial companies (Nachhilfe). 

Kindergarten

Kindergarten starts as early as age three and 

continues until age five. It is not a part of the 

regular public school system and so is not free. 

Tuition is often based on income, though fees 

are usually not expensive. Kindergarten in Ger-

many stresses a child’s social development and 

concentrates on structured play, arts and crafts, 

music and coordination skills. Children are not 

taught “learning ready” skills such as phonics, 

the alphabet and counting. Kindergartens are 

often run by churches, social organizations, or 

private companies. In some locations in the 

Rhein-Main region, there is an acute shortage 

of kindergarten places. 

Grundschule 

All children from ages six through nine must 

attend a primary school (Grundschule). Here 

they are taught basic skills like reading, writ-

ing and math, as well as local history, geog-

raphy and biology. In contrast to some other 

countries, students also have religion classes. 

In addition to their homeroom teacher, they 

have separate teachers for music and sports. 

Students are assigned up to 30-60 minutes of 

homework daily. 

In the child’s final year (fourth grade) in the 

Grundschule, parents and teachers come together 

to evaluate the child’s next level of schooling. 

If a child has the academic aptitude to warrant 

university education, he or she will move di-

rectly into the secondary school (Gymnasium). 

Those students who need another two years to 

develop their academic skills can attend middle 

school (Förderstufe) after which they can choose 

between the university track (Gymnasium) and 

intermediate schools (Hauptschule or Realschule). 

This is one of the most nerve-wracking times for 

parents whose children are not initially offered 

a place in the university track. But remember, 

the teacher recommendations are not final and 

can be appealed. And students who perform 

well at another school can also transfer to the 

Gymnasium.

Hauptschule

The lowest track in the German education 

system is the general school (Hauptschule). It 

starts with the fifth grade and goes through 

to the ninth grade. A Hauptschule is a school 

where students prepare for occupations that 

require vocational training. They also continue 

learning basic subjects, as well as English. After 

a student completes the Hauptschule, he or she 

can go on to a vocational school, which usually 

lasts about two years.

Realschule

A Realschule is more advanced than the 

Hauptschule. Here students learn the basic 

subjects that will prepare them for a mid-level 

job in business or a technical trade. If a student 

has performed well in the Realschule, he or she 

can also transfer to the Gymnasium.

Gymnasium 

This school is the highest level of secondary 

education in Germany and prepares students 

to enter university. The Gymnasium lasts eight 

years and students learn German, math, phys-

ics, chemistry, geography, biology and history. 

Students are required to take a foreign lan-

guage starting in the fifth grade. This is usually 

English, but Latin or French are also offered. A 

second foreign language can be added in the 

seventh grade and a third in the ninth grade. 

Left: Many German schools now offer longer days, hot 
lunches and substitute teachers, but private schools  
usually have better facilities and bilingual programs
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The Rhein-Main region is a 
collection of over 220 com-
munities with a population of 
5.5 million spread over three 
states. These communities each 
have their own identity, cultural 
heritage and intact neighbor-
hoods, which taken together 
makes the region diverse and 
vibrant.

The Rhein-Main region is international and 

open-minded but also remains deeply rooted 

in its heritage and history. Frankfurt is an ur-

ban  metropolis but just one hour away lies 

untouched wilderness in the Odenwald. The 

cities of the Rhein-Main region – from Limburg 

to Darmstadt, Aschaffenburg to Mainz – are each 

unique in their cultural offerings, schools and 

universities, sports, shopping and architecture. 

The Rhein-Main region encompasses portions of 

the three states of Hessen, Rheinland-Palatinate 

and Bavaria, but taken together the region offers 

a good balance of work and leisure, making it 

simply a nice place to live. 

Nestled between the major cities are hun-

dreds of municipalities, each of which is ex-

tremely proud of its local history and intact 

neighborhoods. Over the centuries, what has 

emerged is not a homogenous sprawl of bed-

room communities, but rather a colorful mosaic 

that gives the region its vibrancy.

Frankfurt 

For expatriates moving to the Rhein-Main region 

it is becoming increasingly popular once again to 

live in Frankfurt. If you value convenience, a short 

commute to work and a favorite pub around 

the corner, then Frankfurt is the right choice. The 

most popular residential areas are Westend, the 

Diplomatenviertel, the Holzhausenviertel, parts 

of Sachsenhausen and the Dichterviertel. There 

are, however, other areas that are worth consider-

ing, such as Bornheim and Bockenheim. These 

areas are less posh, but are unique in character 

and offer good value for money. If you consider 

moving to Frankfurt, you will likely have to opt 

for an apartment rather than a house.

 Frankfurt, the largest city in the Rhein-Main 

region, is a melting pot of cultures, languages 

and lifestyles. The imposing skyline strikes 

newcomers first. Frankfurt’s high-rise buildings 

conjure up images of Manhattan, leading locals 

to sometimes refer to the city as "Mainhattan." 

The modern skyline is made up of several 

high-rise buildings that are more than 200 

meters high, including Europe’s second tallest 

skyscraper, the 259-m Commerzbank Tower 

(Moscow’s Triumph-Palace built in 2005 is 5 m 

taller). But despite the city’s impressive glass 

facades, its hectic airport and busy main railway 

station, Frankfurt’s population of 670,000 makes 

it one of the smallest European metropolitan 

cities. 

 Frankfurt is Germany’s most cosmopolitan 

city, with foreigners making up more than 

one-quarter of the population, meaning that 

the city is open-minded, tolerant and diverse. 

Frankfurt is an international city where new-

comers settle down quickly and feel at home: 

people from around 180 different countries 

live together here.  It’s also Germany’s number 

one city for international professionals – with 

144 foreign banks, 127 international airlines, 85 

foreign consulates and 59 foreign chambers of 

commerce or trade missions. More than 3,000 

foreign companies are located in the Frankfurt 

area. And as headquarters for the European 

Central Bank and the home of the German Stock 

Exchange, Frankfurt has solidified its position 

as a leading center of finance and commerce 

in Europe and in the world. 

 Frankfurt’s cultural life is known for its 

diversity. There are renowned museums with 

exhibitions from all fields and epochs. Con-

temporary art is presented in more than 100 

galleries. International stars of the theater and 

musical world are on stage here regularly. The 

Old Opera House, the Städel Museum and the 

Yours to DiscoverYours to Discover
Where to Live in Frankfurt-Rhein-MainWhere to Live in Frankfurt-Rhein-Main 

www.newcomers-network.de

Frankfurt-Rhein-Main 

Left: If you have your heart set on a house, you will likely 
live outside of the city center. Apartments are the norm 
in Frankfurt. Ph
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Ask about our special services for relocation agencies 
and personnel offices.

a

We’re your English telecommunication provider.

All services in English
d Consultation
d Products
d Hotline
d Invoices

Get Internet access and 

telephone through TKS.

Sign up today:

It’s easy, it’s in English    

    and it’s fast!a

a

For more information contact Dan Kremer, 
TKS Relocation and Expat Specialist
telephone: +49 (0)6 31 - 35 22 -123 
e-mail: info@tkscable.com

a

Continue business 
while we connect!
Continue business 
while we connect!

www.tkscable.com
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New for 2009 ! Customized Edition!

It’s a perfect gift for clients, 
customers and colleagues - 
a customized edition of the 
Newcomers Guide. This  in-
cludes the cover with your 
logo and corporate design. 
Minimum order is 1,000 
copies. Please contact us 
for more details and price 
information.


